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Young people, climate change and activism to create a new alliance between the citizens of 
the future, local communities and institutions. This is the “recipe” of the Food Wave project, 
aimed at creating awareness and engaging young people from 15 to 35, so they can guide the 
global transition towards a sustainable food system by 2030. The project is co-financed by 
the European Commission with around 8 million euros through the DEAR (Development 
Education and Awareness Raising) program and led by the Municipality of Milan.

Food Wave aims to reach at least 15 million young people through its web platform and a 
digital campaign, supported by an international network of more than 40 influencers. 

On the occasion of Earth Day, that this year particularly addresses climate change with the 
global Summit in the US organized by President Joe Biden, Food Wave launches its online 
community, connecting activists from 17 countries and 21 urban areas, including London, 
Madrid, Warsaw and Sao Paulo in Brazil. Indeed, the project involves 16 municipalities and 
local authorities and 13 civil society organizations, guided by the Municipality of Milan. The 
Food Wave Consortium also includes C40, the international network of cities engaged in the 
fight against climate change.

On April 22nd, thousands of young activists from all over Europe and Brazil will be invited to 
“Catch the wave” of change, talk about their commitment for a better future on their social 
media and share their recipe for fighting climate change.

Across the project years, thousands of young people will be directly involved with more than 
20 schools of activism, discussion fora and international exchanges focusing on sustainable 
food production and consumption practices at urban level for climate change mitigation, 
aimed at co-designing a green, sustainable and inclusive future for our cities thanks to a 
constant dialogue with policy makers.

The project will also carry out original research and scientific studies on the food-climate 
nexus to be developed between Europe and the Global South and foresees the realization of 
numerous educational materials and the promotion of an extensive programme of formal 
and non-formal learning activities dedicated to young people.

Food Wave is a project that focuses on environmental issues but is also a cultural project 
that puts young people, communities and creativity at its center: the project will finance 
creative and artistic ideas but also proposals for innovative products and will also contribute 
in stimulating young people to rethink the way food is consumed and produced in their in 
cities, rethink urban and suburban spaces and experiment new business ideas.



Web: www.foodwave.eu 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/foodwaveproject 
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/foodwaveproject/ 
Official hashtags: #Foodwaveproject #CatchTheWave
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The survey

According to a survey promoted by the research centre SWS and Mani Tese as part of the 
Food Wave project, young people in Europe show a high degree of activability on 
environmental issues but still little knowledge: more than 70% of the young people interviewed 
believe that consumers can play a decisive role in reducing the impact on the environment 
with their food choices; however, only 1 in 4 young people currently show a high awareness on 
the food-climate nexus. This is the reason why it’s so important to create awareness and 
involve young people, to let them become real changemakers and protagonists of the future.

Part to be customized by the partner

In this part you can:

• Highlight one or more activities ongoing or to be promoted at local level

• Insert one or more quote from your project representatives at local level

The Food Wave Consortium

Lead: Municipality of Milan

Cities and municipal agencies: City of Almere, Metropolitan Agency of Brazov, City of Bruges, 
City of Frankfurt, ReLondon, City of Malmö, City of Madrid, Institute Wcycle Maribor, 
Municipality of Molenbeek, City of Murcia, Municipality of Nea Smyrni, Pest County, City of 
Turin, City of Sao Paulo, City of Sofia, City of Warsaw, City of Zagreb

Civil society organizations: ActionAid Italia, ACRA, Mani Tese, European Association for Local 
Democracy – ALDA, ActionAid Hellas, Fundación Alianza por los Derechos, la Igualdad y la 
Solidaridad Internacional, Biennale des jeunes créateurs de l'Europe et de la Méditerranée – 
BJCEM, Erasmus Student Network Italy - ESN Italy, Lisbon CLLD Network, Groundwork Greater 
Manchester, Risteco - Eating City

Associate partner: C40


